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Data collection (February to 
May). Report compilation 
(May to August). Public 
comment – Fall 2026. Report 
due by December 31, 2026. 

Needs 
Assessment

Set by MPCA, no date set in 
law. Assumed to be 
completed on the same 
timeline as collection lists. 

Set statewide 
requirements

Collection lists (commingled 
recyclables, commingled 
compostables, and 
alternative collection) by 
July 1, 2028

Collection lists

CAA must allow the advisory 
board to review the draft 
stewardship plan for at least 
60 days. No date set in 
statute, assumed to be 
completed in summer 2028.
Draft stewardship 
plan to Advisory 
Board

Stewardship plan submitted by 
CAA to MPCA. MPCA must 
publicly post the plan for 
comment for 60 days and must 
decide (approve, amend, or 
reject) within 120 days. Earliest 
date of approval is February 
2029.

Stewardship plan 
submitted

By February 1, 2029, CAA is 
required to begin 
reimbursements to service 
providers. Reimbursements 
phase-in over three years 
starting at 50% in 2029; 75% 
in 2030; and 90% or more in 
2031 and on.

Reimbursements 
begin

MPCA must report to the 
legislature by October 15, 2031 
(and every two-years on) on 
progress of program. 

Report to 
legislature

Producers must ensure their 
packaging and paper products 
are refillable, reusable, 
recyclable, or compostable by 
January 1, 2032 (or can file for 
an exemption for “market” or 
“technical” reasons up to 2040).

Refillable, reusable, 
recyclable, compostable 
requirement

The MPCA must contract for 
the completion of studies on 
(1) workplace conditions and 
equity and (2) covered 
materials pollution and 
clean-up.

Workplace conditions and 
equity study and pollution 
and clean up study 



1-2-4 METHOD

•Think independently for one minute. 

•Talk through your responses in pairs for two 
minutes. 

•Group in two pairs (groups of four) to talk 
through your responses for four minutes.

•Report out on major themes from your group. 
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Question #1

What have you identified as the main benefits 
to your county? Ex. how might this help 
improve recycling access in your county? 
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Think 
independently for 
one minute on 
topic. 

Pair Up: Talk 
through 
independent 
thoughts for two 
minutes

Pair Up Again: Talk 
through combined 
responses for four 
minutes

…report out to large group on any major themes



Question #2

What are the challenges with your current 
programs that might affect implementation (for 
recycling, organics recycling, reuse programs, 
waste reduction programs). 
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Think 
independently for 
one minute on 
topic. 

Pair Up: Talk 
through 
independent 
thoughts for two 
minutes

Pair Up Again: Talk 
through combined 
responses for four 
minutes

…report out to large group on any major themes



Question #3

What concerns do you have relating to your 
SCORE and facility annual reporting as EPR for 
packaging is implemented?
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Think 
independently for 
one minute on 
topic. 

Pair Up: Talk 
through 
independent 
thoughts for two 
minutes

Pair Up Again: Talk 
through combined 
responses for four 
minutes

…report out to large group on any major themes



Sticky Note Questions

1. Based on our conversations here – what 
else is coming up for you that you want us 
to be aware of going forward?

2. What is the best way to keep this group 
informed and engaged throughout the 
Needs Assessment report development?
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Please post responses to larger paper for the corresponding question. 
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